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of the Carl ton House set; a few months later he writes home that he is going to change the English Cabinet. The combination contrived chiefly by Malmesbury and George Canning against Addington had indeed already brought about Pitt's recall. His second administration had begun. In the spring of 1805, Novosiltzow's errand of treaty - mongering, peace-patching, piety and philanthropy bore fruit in the Treaty of St Petersburg, as well as in the formation of the Anglo - Russian - Neapolitan coalition against France. This was produced less by Pitt's diplomacy than by Napoleon's latest atrocities. By the new treaty also the Black Sea was closed against English privateers, described by Russia as the bane of the ocean; it was in fact regarded as a neutral water, of which Turkey and Russia were part-owners. Harrowby and Novosiltzow in their frequent interviews seem rather to have exchanged fine sentiments about the moral law as the one true diplomatic sanction, than to have condescended to business details. Still, on either side a keen lookout was kept for the main chance The last move in the English military game against Napoleon had been the blockade of the Elbe. That interfered with Russian commerce as well as checked the common enemy. Novosiltzow ventured to hope the blockade might be raised. Anxious though he is to oblige Russia, Harrowby can only lay his hand on his heart and avow it would be a sin before God if England neglected any step to crush the Colossus that oppresses suffering and afflicted Europe. The Harrowby - Novosiltzow colloquies retain throughout their morally didactic character. The English complaint that Russia tolerates Asiatic
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